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Bias
 Inevitable

 Can be for or against a group or person 

 Occurs in all aspects of life 

 Controllable 

 Can be subconscious



•Hidden 

•Sneaky
Implicit 

Bias

•Loud

•Active intent
Explicit 

Bias



“Compared to white patients, black 

patients were 40% less likely to receive 

medication to ease acute pain and 

Hispanic patients were 25% less likely”

Implicit bias – an example  

https://www.physiciansweekly.com/nonwhite-patients-get-less/

https://www.physiciansweekly.com/nonwhite-patients-get-less/


Being AWARE of our 

biases help us fight 

them



Trauma and it’s link to SUD -

https://www.npr.org/sections/health-shots/2015/03/02/387007941/take-the-ace-quiz-and-learn-what-

it-does-and-doesnt-mean

https://www.npr.org/sections/health-shots/2015/03/02/387007941/take-the-ace-quiz-and-learn-what-it-does-and-doesnt-mean


https://www.cdc.gov/violenceprevention/acestudy/resources.html?CDC_AA_refVal=https%3A%2F

%2Fwww.cdc.gov%2Fviolenceprevention%2Fchildabuseandneglect%2Facestudy%2Fresources.htm

l

https://www.cdc.gov/violenceprevention/acestudy/resources.html?CDC_AA_refVal=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cdc.gov%2Fviolenceprevention%2Fchildabuseandneglect%2Facestudy%2Fresources.html


https://www.cdc.gov/violenceprevention/acestudy/resources.html?CDC_AA_re

fVal=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cdc.gov%2Fviolenceprevention%2Fchildabuseandne

glect%2Facestudy%2Fresources.html

https://www.cdc.gov/violenceprevention/acestudy/resources.html?CDC_AA_refVal=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cdc.gov%2Fviolenceprevention%2Fchildabuseandneglect%2Facestudy%2Fresources.html


Let’s dive in to SUD



Addiction vs. Dependency

Addiction: 

-Use of substance 

regardless of harm and 

consequences

Dependency:

-Physical need

-Tolerance and 

withdrawal potential 



Why should you care?

 Because:

 You have to, even if you don’t like it 

Tell the fart story

 It is the right thing to do

You like people or you wouldn’t be here 



Why would people not get 

treatment?



Two main rules: 

BE NICE

and… 



IF YOU SAY IT OUT LOUD AND IT 

SOUNDS STUPID,

IT IS STUPID, 

DON’T DO THAT



Relapse/Set Back?  Not a failure!

○ AND usually because they stopped therapy or treatment 

https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/11015800/

https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/11015800/


If you can’t get people to care for 

the right reasons…



Results from our program:  

 $764K in savings over two years

 39.9% reduction in neonatal length of stay 

 Babies whose mothers took buprenorphine had a 

25% lower incidence of neonatal abstinence 

syndrome (NAS) than babies whose mothers took 

methadone and spent 15.5 fewer days in the 

hospital.



Questions?



Books worth reading 

 Dreamland 

 Hillbilly Elegy: A Memoir of a Family and Culture in Crisis

 Chasing the Scream: The First and Last Days of the War on Drugs 

 Evicted: Poverty and Profit in the American City

 American Pain: How a Young Felon and His Ring of Doctors Unleashed America's 

Deadliest Drug Epidemic

https://www.amazon.com/Dreamland-True-Americas-Opiate-Epidemic/dp/B00UJZVD52/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1533742511&sr=8-1&keywords=dreamland+the+book
https://www.amazon.com/Hillbilly-Elegy-Memoir-Family-Culture/dp/B01EM4ZJBO/ref=pd_cp_129_1?_encoding=UTF8&pd_rd_i=B01EM4ZJBO&pd_rd_r=MG0Y01M6RWN9X1ZSHP4Y&pd_rd_w=VhBLs&pd_rd_wg=L8cSZ&psc=1&refRID=MG0Y01M6RWN9X1ZSHP4Y
https://www.amazon.com/Chasing-Scream-First-Last-Drugs/dp/B00S5ASH9I/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1533742641&sr=8-1&keywords=chasing+the+scream
https://www.amazon.com/Evicted-Poverty-Profit-American-City/dp/B01AKQ598Q/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1534266085&sr=8-1&keywords=evicted
https://www.amazon.com/American-Pain-Unleashed-Americas-Deadliest/dp/B016P66NIK/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1534266134&sr=1-1&keywords=american+pain&dpID=616K0jBWgyL&preST=_SX342_QL70_&dpSrc=srch
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