
Involuntary Commitment 
for OUD



SB 499

 Established pilot program to allow counties to use civil commitment law for 
OUD
 Established three pilot counties (Marion, Tippecanoe, Wayne)

 Only Wayne has been established, freeing up some beds (in theory) in Richmond State 
Hospital 

 Law is written fairly expansively
 Allows for full spectrum of civil commitment proceedings for OUD

 Including outpatient

 Text of statute appears to provide for statewide application

 “a county may use…[civil commitment for OUD]”

 Unclear how it is working in practice

 If not statewide, probable trend/sign of things to come



Civil Commitment

 Immediate DetentionEmergency DetentionTemporary
CommitmentRegular CommitmentOutpatient Commitment

 In order from most restrictive to least restrictive

 In general, more restrictive=shorter duration and more rights and process

 SB 499 Requirements for using commitment for OUD

 At least 18

 Not being charged with a felony or misdemeanor

 Incapacitated by OUD as demonstrated by the fact that the individual is at serious 
risk of injury or death due to abuse of opioids



Outpatient Commitment

 Requirements:

 Dangerous or gravely disabled

 Likely to benefit from an outpatient therapy program that is designed to decrease 
dangerousness or disability

 Not likely to be either dangerous or gravely disabled if the individual complies with 
the therapy program

 Recommended for an outpatient therapy program by examining physician



MAT implications

 Expressly allows for MAT, but

 Appears to favor naltrexone

 “long acting, nonaddictive medication for the treatment of opioid dependence”

 Appears to require a plan to “wean” off bupenorprine/methadone:

 “consider changes to the treatment plan with the goal of requiring the minimum clinically 
necessary medication dose, including, when appropriate, the goal of opioid abstinence” 
and “transition off agonist and partial agonist therapies with the goal, when appropriate, 
of opioid abstinence”
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